
            Secretary of Health and Human Resources Bill Hazel confirmed today that 
James W. Stewart III will retire as commissioner of behavioral health and 
developmental services at the end of Gov. Bob McDonnell's term on Saturday. 
            "Jim did not reapply for the job," said Hazel, who will remain as secretary 
after Gov.-elect Terry McAuliffe takes office on Saturday. 
            John J. Pezzoli, assistant commissioner for behavioral health, will become 
acting commissioner while the McAuliffe administration conducts a search for a 
new leader of a mental health system that has faced a crisis of its own since Nov. 
19, when the son of state Sen. R. Creigh Deeds, D-Bath, stabbed his father 
multiple times and then shot himself to death just 13 hours after being released 
from an emergency custody order for a mental health evaluation. 
            A task force formed by McDonnell to examine mental health services and 
crisis response in the aftermath of the Deeds tragedy will meet for the first time 
tomorrow and will continue its work after McAuliffe takes office on Saturday. 
            "It is a very, very important time," Hazel said. 
            The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 
already is undergoing a major change in leadership with the retirement of Deputy 
Commissioner Olivia Garland and resignation of Heidi Dix, executive adviser for 
carrying out the settlement agreement between the state and U.S. Department of 
Justice for ensuring that people with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
are served in their communities instead of state training centers if they are able 
to live outside of the institutions. 
            Stewart announced the imminent departures of Garland and Dix in a 
memorandum Friday to the department staff, directors of state mental hospitals 
and training centers, and the executive directors of Virginia's 40 community 
services boards and behavioral health authorities. 
            Before becoming commissioner under McDonnell, Stewart served as 
inspector general for behavioral health and developmental services, a job that 
was merged into a new Office of the State Inspector General in mid-2012. He 
occupied that job from 2004, when he was appointed by then-Gov. Mark R. 
Warner, until McDonnell took office four years ago. Gov. Timothy M. Kaine had 
reappointed him as inspector general in 2007. 
            Stewart spent most of his more than 36-year career in delivering 
behavioral health and developmental services at the local level in Henrico 
County, where he served as executive director of the Henrico Community 
Services Board from 1981 to 2004. He served as mental health director at the 
community services board from 1977 to 1981. 
            He also has had a national profile as past president of the National 
Association of County Behavioral Health Directors and is currently a member of 
the board of directors of the National Association of State Mental Health Program 
Directors. 
  
 


